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Course Rationale: 
This course, EDUC 517, Multiple Literacies, is designed to prepare candidates with the 
deep theoretical knowledge necessary to understand the complex relationship between 
forms of literacy and students’ school achievement.  Most importantly, candidates have 
the opportunity to explore ways of applying this understanding to the design of 
supportive learning contexts. 
 
Literacy practices are intimately connected to the economic, social, cultural, educational 
and intellectual dimensions of our lives; and similarly so, even the most ordinary events 
of our daily lives involve literary practices.  If schools are going to prepare students to 
participate in and contribute to a diverse, complex, and democratic society, then literacy 
education must begin with recognition of the diversity of ways that written language is 
used by people across social institutions, communities and social situations, with 
recognition of how people adopt and adapt extant literacy practices to new situations and 
needs, with recognition of how literacy practices connect people and social institutions 
with each other and with local, national and global contexts, and with recognition with 
how literacy practices construct social relationships among people and provide social 
identities (Bloome & Enciso, 2006).  
 
Students need to read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding 
of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world, to acquire 
new information, to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace, and 
for personal fulfillment.  (IRA/NCTE, 1996).  
 
The term "multiple literacies" refers to the many kinds of texts and literacy practices that 
are intertwined with contemporary life.  Examples of text under the term multiple 
literacies include: classic and postmodern literature, fiction and non-fiction trade books, 
newspapers, magazines, web pages, blogs, PowerPoint, e-mail, IM, cell phones (text), 
graphic novels, video games, podcasts, video, film, storytelling, drama, and poetry slams.  
We will consider the implications of multiple literacies for schools and examine some 
ways to close the gap between the broad array of media, audiences, and print and non-
print genres that students experience outside of school and the limited range of reading 
and writing they do in the classroom.  
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Technology Literacy 
Technological literacy, a broad understanding of the human-designed world and our place 
in it, is an essential quality for all people who live in the increasingly technology-driven 
21st century. It is the ability to responsibly use appropriate technology to communicate, 
solve problems, and access, manage, integrate, evaluate, and create information to 
improve learning in all subject areas and to acquire lifelong knowledge and skills. 
 
Information Literacy 
The competencies and skills students need to locate, retrieve, evaluate, analyze, and use 
information. These competencies are developed over time and are essential for lifelong 
learning. 
 
 Information literacy includes specific components: 

• Tool literacy - The ability to use print and electronic resources including 
software. 

• Resource literacy - The ability to understand the form, format, location 
and access methods of information resources. 

• Social-structural literacy - Knowledge of how information is socially 
situated and produced. It includes understanding the scholarly publishing 
process. 

• Research literacy - The ability to understand and use information 
technology tools to carry our research including discipline-related 
software. 

• Publishing literacy - The ability to produce a text or multimedia report of 
the results of research. 

 
Reading and Writing Literacy 
Involves the construction and conveying of meaning through the deliberate activation of a 
variety of skills, strategies and schemata during transactions with text. 
 
Visual Literacy 
The ability to encode and decode thoughts and information to and from visual media. It 
involves the transforming of thinking and communication into graphical representations. 
Visual communication takes place when people are able to construct meaning from the 
visual media. 
 
Social Literacy 
The ability to communicate and collaborate in a shared environment for the purpose of 
building knowledge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Objectives and Outcomes: 
 
After successfully completing EDUC 517, students will have: 
 
Outcome I. Academic Excellence, Critical Inquiry and Reflection 
 (1) constructed an understanding of the multiple ways of knowing mediated  
      through different forms of literacy, specifically: 
  a) visual, graphic forms of meaning-making 
  b) situated discursive practices, social languages, and discourse 
      communities 
 
Outcome II. Community and Service 
 (2) applied this understanding to an analysis of their own literacy practices and  
      the literacy practices of their students (skill and disposition domains) 
 
Outcome III.  Ethics, Values and Diversity 
 (3) investigated the implications of a multiple literacies perspective for designing 
      supportive learning contexts for culturally, linguistically, and cognitively  
      diverse learners across content areas; (skill and disposition domains) 
 (4) explored the political nature of literacy pedagogy and practices.  
      (knowledge, skill and disposition domains) 
 
 
Note on Content of the Course:  
As part of this course, students will view and read materials that address issues sensitive 
to some, including sex, sexuality, violence, death, crime, and racism. The class is 
discussion based, and therefore we will be discussing these issues openly.   
 
Note on Intellectual Integrity:  
Intellectual integrity on the part of all students is basic to individual growth and 
development through college course work. When academic dishonesty occurs, the 
teaching/learning climate is seriously undermined and student growth and development 
are impeded. For these reasons, any form of intellectual dishonesty is a serious concern 
and is therefore prohibited.  
 
Class participation:  
You are expected to attend consistently, in mind as well as body; to be on the alert for 
ways to contribute meaningfully to class discussion; to engage issues raised by your 
classmates and instructor; and to assume personal responsibility for the vitality and 
collaborative spirit of the class. Besides protocol based discussions, you should always be 
ready to join in other classroom activities, whether pre-announced or impromptu.  These 
may include small-group exercises (group work), writing exercises of various lengths, 
peer review of a classmate’s work, and anything else that enhances our work as a class.  
To prepare for class activities I may occasionally ask you to bring a text of your choosing 
to class, or to do written homework. 
 



Attendance: 
A structured response will be collected in every class and will serve as a sign-in tool for 
each class period. Absences will result in the loss of two participation points per absence.  
Students with three or more absences cannot pass the course unless the existence of an 
emergency situation can be satisfactorily established and is excused by the instructor.  
 
If you think you might miss more than one class session this semester, then this is 
probably not a good semester to be taking this seminar.   
 
Grading Philosophy:  
(Credited-Susan Minnicks -San Diego Area Writing Project Fellow) 
 
Grading is never easy.   
 
This class begins with the assumption that literacy is a meaning-making, socially 
constructed process, so we learn by writing and constructing our knowledge by reading, 
writing and sharing with others (Dyson; Vygotsky). 
 
As we read and write together, creating our curriculum- what we notice and try on and 
experiment with- participants learn and produce differently.  The core practices are that 
we will read and write and talk frequently, that we function as a literary community, 
respecting our differences, that we have a variety of standards for “good” products, that 
our work is rooted in experimentation and effort, and that we’re all exploring what it is to 
be simultaneously a teacher and a student, developing our voices together. 
 
As my role in our community shifts, we learn to relate to each other and texts differently. 
Growth is irregular, and occurs over time.  Each participant will document evidence of 
this educational journey in a portfolio.  If you’ve done all the work, it shows evidence of 
learning, effort and growth, that’s a B.  If elements are lacking but the basic requirements 
have been met, that’s a C.  Earning a D is an indication of Do more, Do it differently, Do 
it better.  Typically C’s or D’s are signs of procrastination, not a reflection of a 
participants true learning or skills.  C’s or D’s are the signs of poor preventative planning 
in our already impacted and incredibly busy, overworked lives.    
  
Then there are the “A’s”.  A work not only fulfills the requirements but shows evidence 
of rigor.  Rigor is complexity, ambiguity, creativity and challenge (Moffit, 2005).  Peter 
Elbow describes rigor as essence of critical thinking, exploring issues and avenues, 
traveling far beyond the obvious.  “A” work reveals playfulness and experimentation, a 
willingness to risk, attention paid to craft, revision and envisionment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assignments: 
 
Long-Term Assignments:  
1. Myself as Minority Essay   
2. Independent Graphic Novel Analysis 
 
Guided Reading Responses via EDUC 517 Blog 
1. Introductions 
2. Critical Literacy  
3. Information Literacy 
4. Media Literacy  
5. Tech Inquiry Workshop Part I 
6. Visual Literacy-Spirited Away (Video/Film) 
7. Eco Literacy 
8. Multiple Literacies Reflection 
9. Will Eisner 
10. Coraline 
 
In-Class Assignments (Due each class period for attendance) 
1. Structured Responses  
 
Reflection Assignments  
1. Initial Reflection- Due October 19, 2010 
2. Final Reflection- Due December 14, 2010 
 
EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative's (ELI's) 7 Things You Should Know About…. 
Partner Presentation (10 minutes) 
 
1st Set of Presenters: 
(1) VoiceThread  (2) Creative Commons  
(3) Backchannel Communication  (4) QR Codes 
(5) Mapping Mashups 
 
2nd Set of Presenters: 
(1) Zotero (2) Collaborative Annotation 
(3) Second Life (4) Citizen Journalism 
 
Grading Criteria: 
Long Term Assignment: 
Myself as Minority Essay (20 points) 
Graphic Novel Analysis (20 points) 
 
Individual Presentation: 
7 Things You Should Know About… (10 points) 
 
 



Blog Responses: 
10 responses total (3 points each response) 
 
Reflection Assignment Criteria: 
Reflections (3 points each) 
 
Attendance Assignment Criteria: 
Attendance- Structured Responses to TED Talks or Similar Presentation (Total 14 points) 
1 point for each handwritten face-to-face session = 11 points 
1 point for each emailed online check in =  2 points for Myself As Minority Sessions 
      1 point for Thanksgiving check-in (Given) 
 
Total Points: 100 points 
 
Required Texts: 
I. Purchase BOTH of these texts: 
 Comics and Sequential Art: Principles and Practices from the Legendary 
 Cartoonist by Will Eisner (2008) (Barnes & Noble- $19) 
 
 Coraline-The Graphic Novel (Paperback) by Neil Gaiman & P.Craig Russell 
 (Barnes & Noble - $10) 
 
II. Purchase ONE graphic novel for independent analysis: 
 Examples include (but are not limited to):  

Mobius 3: The Airtight Garage by Jean Giraud 
The Complete Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art Spiegelman 

Ghost World by Daniel Clowes 
Palomar by Gilbert Hernandez 

Watchmen by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons 
Black Hole by Charles Burns 

My Troubles with Women by Robert Crumb 
Cerebus: High Society by Dave Sim 
A Contract with God by Will Eisner 

It’s a Good Life If You Don’t Weaken by Kalo 
From Hell by Alan Moore and Eddie Campbell 

American Splendor by Harvey Pekar 
Palestine by Joe Sacco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



General Course Schedule 
 
Session #1: September 7, 2010 
Topic for Class  Introduction to Multiple Literacies (EDUC 517) 

TED Talk: Sir Ken Robinson “How Schools Kill Creativity”  
Protocol: Connections  
Overview of Syllabus & Assignments 

Readings Due for 
Next Class Period 
 
 

Paulo Friere- Chapter 1 & Chapter 2 found at: 
http://www.dsa-atlanta.org/pdf_docs/Freire(1-3).pdf 
 
Allan Johnson’s article: The Trouble We’re In: Privilege, Power & 
Difference found at: 
http://www.steorme.com/ftp/JohnsonTheTroubleWereIn.pdf 
 
 
Henry Giroux Video found at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgdVCnTTqXA 
 
Due: September 14, 2010 

Assignments Due 
for Next Class  

A) Obtain Google email account & log-in to our class blog: 
http://usdmultipleliteracies2010.blogspot.com/ 
 
B) Introduction Blog Response 
 
C) Bring in hard copy of Allan Johnson’s article The Trouble 
We’re In: Privilege, Power & Difference 
 
Due: September 14, 2010 

 
Session #2: September 14, 2010 
Topic for Class TED Talk: Hans Rosling- Best Stats You’ve Ever Seen  

Critical Literacy  
Protocol: Block Party 

Podcast/Videos Due 
for Next Class  
  
 

Podcasts 
"Information Literacy: The Most Basics of Basics." A Webcast 
by Michael Eisenberg. A comprehensive overview of essential 
skills for the information age, current information literacy 
challenges, and opportunities for educators. "Transforming School 
Libraries with Web 2.0," June 2009 (34 mins.). 
http://uweoconnect.extn.washington.edu/publicmbeinfolit/ 
 
Videos 
http://www.youtube.com/user/ProjInfoLit 
1) Understanding Information Literacy Through the Lens of 
Student Experience AND 2) Frustrations 
Due: September 21, 2010 

http://www.dsa-atlanta.org/pdf_docs/Freire(1-3).pdf
http://www.steorme.com/ftp/JohnsonTheTroubleWereIn.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgdVCnTTqXA
http://usdmultipleliteracies2010.blogspot.com/
http://uweoconnect.extn.washington.edu/publicmbeinfolit/
http://uweoconnect.extn.washington.edu/publicmbeinfolit/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ProjInfoLit


Assignments Due 
for Next Class 

A) Informational Literacy Blog Response 
B) Bring Laptops to Next Class  
Due: September 21, 2010 

 
Session #3: September 21, 2010 
Topic for Class Informational Literacy (Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus) 

TED Talk: Tim Berners-Lee (Inventor of World Wide Web) 
[America] 
Protocol: Evaluating Web Pages 

Readings Due for 
Next Class Period 
 

Educators, Technology and 21st Century Skills: Dispelling 
Five Myths A Study on the Connection Between K–12 Technology 
Use and 21st Century Skills 
http://www.waldenu.edu/Documents/Degree-
Programs/Full_Report_-_Dispelling_Five_Myths.pdf 
(1) Introduction (Qi) 
(2) Myth 1 (Oriana) 
(3) Myth 2 (Catalina) 
(4) Myth 3 (Jae) 
(5) Myth 4 (Qingzhou) 
(6) Myth 5 (Karen) 
(7) Implications  (Cassie) 
(8) Recommendations for Teachers (Ashley) 
 
Ed Tech Experts Choose Top Tools 
Which web 2.0 tools are best suited for enabling collaboration in 
teaching and learning? A trio of ed tech experts offer up their top 
three choices apiece. 
http://thejournal.com/Articles/2010/08/01/3-for-3.aspx?Page=1 
Everyone reads the whole article 
Individuals Read & Report on their specific 2.0 web tool: 
(9) Steve Hargadon- Blogs (Yichieh) 
(10) Steve Hargadon – Social Networks (Adolfo) 
(11) Steve Hargadon – Synchronous Live Platforms (Amanda) 
(12) John Kuglin – Google Docs (Julianne) 
(13) John Kuglin – Slide Rocket (Danielle) 
(14) John Kuglin – SchoolFusion (Jacqueline) 
(15) Leslie Fisher – Twitter (Loni) 
(16) Leslie Fisher – TypeWith.Me (Tameah) 
(17) Leslie Fisher – Ustream (Katy) 
 
Children’s “Future Requests” for Computers and the Internet 
Everyone reads the whole article 
Individuals Read & Report on their specific section: 
http://www.life-connected.com/cms/wp-
content/uploads/2010/07/Latitude-Research-42-KidsTech-Study-
Summary.pdf 

http://www.waldenu.edu/Documents/Degree-Programs/Full_Report_-_Dispelling_Five_Myths.pdf
http://www.waldenu.edu/Documents/Degree-Programs/Full_Report_-_Dispelling_Five_Myths.pdf
http://thejournal.com/Articles/2010/08/01/3-for-3.aspx?Page=1
http://www.life-connected.com/cms/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Latitude-Research-42-KidsTech-Study-Summary.pdf
http://www.life-connected.com/cms/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Latitude-Research-42-KidsTech-Study-Summary.pdf
http://www.life-connected.com/cms/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Latitude-Research-42-KidsTech-Study-Summary.pdf


(18) Context (Eman) 
(19) Key Findings (Christina) 
(20) Opportunities (Kate) 
 
Due: September 28, 2010 

Assignments Due 
for Next Class 

A) Media Literacy Blog Response 
B) Bring Your Laptop to Class.  
C) Read and have a hard copy of your article either saved on your 
laptop or printed to use for class. 
Due: September 28, 2010 

 
Session #4: September 28, 2010 
Topic for Class Media Literacy   

TED Talk: Clay Shirky “How Social Media Can Make History” 
[Reports on Iran, China, America] 
Protocol: GoogleDoc Powerpoint Jigsaw 

Activities Due for 
Next Class Period 

1) Visit the site "Partnership for 21st Century Skills" 
at http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php 
 
2) Under the "Overview" tab please read the webpage entitled P21 
FAQ.  
 
3) Visit the interactive web tour for this site at:  
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/route21/ 
 
4) Click on the Red Section "Life & Career Skills" and read 
through the skills that they define as being imperative for 21st 
century students.  Then refer to the strengths and challenges 
document attached to this email and fill it out according to YOUR 
personal strengths & challenges. 
 
5) Click on the Orange Section "Learning and Innovations" and 
read through the skills that they define as being imperative for 21st 
century students.  Then refer to the strengths and challenges 
document attached to this email and fill it out according to YOUR 
personal strengths & challenges. 
 
6) Click on the Purple Section "Information, Media and 
Technology Skills" and read through the skills that they define as 
being imperative for 21st century students.  Then refer to the 
strengths and challenges document attached to this email and fill it 
out according to YOUR personal strengths & challenges. 
 
7) Click on the Green Section "Core Subjects and 21st Century 
Themes" and read through the skills that they define as being 
imperative for 21st century students.  Then refer to the strengths 



and challenges document attached to this email and fill it out 
according to YOUR personal strengths & challenges. 
 
8) Print your responses and bring to next class for protocol shared 
discussion and group collaboration. 
 
Due: October 5, 2010 

Assignments Due 
for Next Class 

BRING A LAPTOP NEXT WEEK!  Secure internet connection 
for our Multiple Literacies Tech Inquiry Workshop Part I 
Due: October 12, 2010 

 
Session #5: October 5, 2010 
Topics For Class 21st Century Skills 

Protocol: Strips Discussion 
Videos: 21st Century Students & Learning 
Multiple Literacies Tech Inquiry Workshop Part I 
(Blogs/Glogs/Animoto/BookTrailers/Hyperlinks/Pictures) 

Assignment A) Tech Inquiry Workshop Part I Response 
BRING A LAPTOP AGAIN NEXT WEEK!  Secure internet 
connection for our Multiple Literacies Tech Inquiry Workshop 
Part II 
Due: October 12, 2010 

 
Session # 6: October 12, 2010   
Topics for Class TED Talk: David McCandless- Data Visualization 

Multiple Literacies Tech Inquiry Workshop Part II 
(World of Google/World of Youtube/NewYorkTimes/CNN) 

Videos Due 
Next Week 

Reading Film: The Story of Movies 
http://www.edutopia.org/reading-film-story-movies 
 
A Conversation with Martin Scorsese: The Importance of Visual 
Literacy 
http://www.edutopia.org/conversation-martin-scorsese 
 
Hayao Miyazaki Biography 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsUZvc-
nwtM&feature=related 
 
Blog: What’s the Difference between Manga & Anime 
http://howtodrawmanga.com/blog/?p=504 
 
Due: October 12, 2010 

Assignment A) Visual Literacy (Film/Video) Blog Response 
Due: October 12, 2010 

 
Session #7: October 19, 2010  

http://www.edutopia.org/reading-film-story-movies
http://www.edutopia.org/conversation-martin-scorsese
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsUZvc-nwtM&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsUZvc-nwtM&feature=related
http://howtodrawmanga.com/blog/?p=504


Topic for 
Class 

TED Talk: Johnny Lee “Wii Remote Hacks” 
Visual Literacy (Film/Video) Watching Spirited Away 

 Readings Due  
Next Class 
Period 

http://www.ecoliteracy.org/ 
Education for Sustainability 
(Sustainability, Community, Systems Thinking, Principles of Ecology, 
Competencies, Sustainability & Schools & Exemplars) 
 
Ecological Intelligence 
http://www.ecoliteracy.org/publications/daniel_goleman.html 
 
On Climate Change and Applied Hope by David Orr 
http://www.ecoliteracy.org/publications/david_orr_climate_change.html 

Assignments 
Due 

A) Eco Literacy Blog Response Due- October 26, 2010 
B)  Initial Reflection- What have you learned about yourself? What 
have you learned about your current pedagogy or your ideal pedagogy? 
What have you learned about how the world works? (At least 2 pages)  
Due via email attachment by October 26, 2010 for full credit 

 
Session #8:  October 26, 2010 Workshop -Myself as Minority (No Class Discussion) 
Topic for Class Eco Literacy 

No Readings/Videos/Podcasts Due This Week 
Readings Due 
Next Class Period 

Will Eisner Chapters 1-3 (book) 
Coraline Chapters 1-5 
Due: November 2, 2010 

Assignment Due 
Next Class 

A) Multiple Literacies Reflection Blog Response 
B) Prepare for your Partner Presentations   
C) Attend 1st Event for Myself as Minority Assignment 
D) Secure Graphic Novel for Individual Analysis Assignment  

 
Session #9: November 2, 2010 
Topic for Class TED Talk: Dan Pink on Motivation  

Partner 
Presentations 

7 Things You Should Know About…  
(1) VoiceThread  (2) Creative Commons  
(3) Backchannel Communication  (4) QR Codes 
(5) Mapping Mashups 

Readings Due 
Next Class Period 

Will Eisner Chapters 4-6 (book) 
Coraline Chapters 6-10 
Due: November 9, 2010 

Assignment Due 
Next Class 

A) Will Eisner Blog Response 
Due: November 9, 2010 

 
 
Session #10: November 9, 2010 
Topic for Class TED Talk: Chimamanda Adichie: The danger of a single story 

[Nigeria] 

http://www.ecoliteracy.org/
http://www.ecoliteracy.org/publications/daniel_goleman.html
http://www.ecoliteracy.org/publications/david_orr_climate_change.html


Tech Inquiry: Backchannels 
Partner 
Presentations 

(1) Zotero (2) Collaborative Annotation 
(3) Second Life (4) Citizen Journalism 

Readings Due Next 
Class Period 

Will Eisner Chapters 7-8 (book) 
Due: November 16, 2010 

Assignments Due 
Next Class Period 

A) Coraline Response Blog Response 
Due: November 16, 2010 

 
 
Session #11: November 16, 2010- Workshop-Myself as Minority (No Class Discussion) 
Readings  
Next Week 

Independent Graphic Novel 
Due: November 23, 2010 

Assignment A) Attend 2nd Event for Myself as Minority Assignment 
Due: November 30, 2010 

 
Session #12: November 23, 2010- Thanksgiving Holiday (No Class Discussion) 
Readings  
Next Week 

Independent Graphic Novel 
Due: November 30, 2010 

Assignment A) Myself As Minority Paper 
Due: November 30, 2010 

 
Session #13: November 30, 2010 
 
Topic to Address 

TED Talk: Scott McCloud Understanding Comics 
Myself As Minority Assignment Round Table Discussion  

Assignment A) Final Reflection- What have you learned about yourself? What 
have you learned about your pedagogy? What have you learned 
about how the world works? 
B) Graphic Novel Analysis Paper 
C) One-Pager for Class Participants 
Due: December 7, 2010 

 
Session #14: December 7, 2010 
 
 
Topic to Address 

TED Talk: Dave Eggers “Once Upon A School” 
 
Graphic Novel Round Table Discussions 
(One-pagers- Bring enough copies for each participant) 

 
 
 
STRUCTURED Responses (Due each class) 
 



A structured criticism is a dynamic way of evaluating something (a 
classroom situation, reading, event, experience, person, relationship, 
etc…). 
 
There are three dimensions to a structured response: 
1. What resonated with you personally?  
2. What are some implications for learning (student’s view)? 
3. What are some implications for teaching (teacher’s view)? 
 
 
 
 
BLOG Responses (See syllabus for due dates) 
 
An online blog response is evaluated on the following criteria: 
 
Content: Entry expresses knowledge on topic and integrates previous 
understandings and experiences in meaningful ways. 
 
Ready for Publication: Entry has been edited & revised for a graduate 
audience and respectful of colleagues time and effort. 
 
Presented On-Time: Entry has been submitted in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Partner Presentation (See syllabus for presentation date) 
 



Partner Presentations are evaluated on the following criteria: 
 
It is your team’s responsibility to provide enough copies of your 
EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative's (ELI's) 7 Things You Should Know 
About…. Handout. 
 
Allow us 5 minutes to read through the section “What is it?” and “Scenario” 
 
(2 points) How does it work?  
(2 points) Why is it significant? 
(2 points) What are downsides? 
(2 points)  What are implications for teaching & learning? 
(2 points)  Show at least 2 examples of application to education 
 
 
 
 
Initial & Final Reflections (See syllabus for presentation date) 
 
The primary audience for your reflections is YOU.  The facilitator is 
of secondary concern to you in an honest reflection process.  Be 
honest with yourself about how the content reflects your own 
learning NOT what you think the facilitator wants to hear.  Your 
evaluated based upon the completion of each section NOT on the 
content you include in your reflection. 
 
(1 point) What have you learned about yourself?  
(1 point) What have you learned about your current pedagogy or your  
               ideal pedagogy? 
(1 point) What have you learned about how the world works?  
 
 
 
Long Term Assignments: 
 
Myself as Minority Essay:  
 



Your task is to go by yourself to two separate places where you have never 
been before and observe what you see, hear, and experience. Use your good 
judgment and do not place yourself in a situation that is physically 
dangerous to you.    
 
Some examples of experiences you might choose include: attend a religious 
service of a different faith, visit a home for the elderly, spend time among 
the physically disabled at a veterans’ hospital, attend a wedding ceremony 
performed in a different language and culture; visit a school for the blind or 
deaf, spend time at a club or event reflective of different sexual orientation, 
attend a street fair of a unique culture and language, visit a museum likely to 
draw an audience different from your background, eat at a restaurant where 
the primary language and culture is different than your own, attend a 
political rally or event contrary to your own political preference, or shop at a 
grocery store where you don’t speak the customer’s language.   
 
In your paper, you should discuss your reaction to the two situations in terms 
of your behavior and feelings, the reaction of the other individuals toward 
you, what these experiences taught you about being different from others, 
the similarities and differences between your two situations, and how such 
experiences might influence your development if you were to live or work in 
such settings all your life. Feel free to integrate ideas from our readings and 
discussion into your analysis of your own experience. 
 
 
(At least 6-8 pages for this assignment) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic Novel Analysis 
Once you have read a graphic novel of your independent choice write at 
least an 8 page paper about it, focusing on several important aspects of the 
text. Your paper should have the following parts: 



 
I. Introduction including basic information such as: the title, the 
authors/artists, the publishing company, the year of publication, the context 
(Are these continuing characters? Do they belong to a particular comics 
universe? What does the comic assume readers know about the characters 
and/or their histories?), black and white or color, page count, genre, new 
story or compilation, etc. The “hard facts.”  
 
II. An overview of the author’s work, including brief biographical 
information, a rundown of the author’s major works to date and any 
distinguishing features (stylistic or thematic) in the author’s work.  
 
III. Brief synopsis of the plot. What’s the story, who are the principal 
characters, and what happens? (No more than 1 page). 
 
IV. Significant themes in the work. What abstract or ideological issue(s) are 
explored in this graphic novel (GN)? (e.g., religion, politics, sacrifice, pride, 
defining “good,” defining “evil,” terrorism, patriotism, alienation, 
community, ethics, violence, integrity, revenge, etc.) Identify one or two 
central themes and explain - with specific examples from the GN - how they 
appear and what you, as a reader, believe the GN seems to say about them.  
 
V. Cultural aspects of the GN. How do themes or other aspects of the GN 
relate to contemporary American culture? (For example, characters in a GN 
[typically villains] might receive chemical injections that give them 
“superpowers.” This could be a reference to or message about steroid use. 
Plotlines that involve HIV, abortion, evolution, child abuse, reality TV, or 
other current issues touch on aspects of our culture as well.) Using examples 
from the text, explain what message or position the authors are trying to 
convey about aspects of contemporary culture.  
 
IV. Professional reviews of the GN. What have comic scholars and 
professionals said about this work? You can refer to interviews with the 
author and/or artist, comic print publications (The Comics Journal, Comics 
Buyers Guide, etc.), and reviews on Web sites. Don’t use fan comments in 
Internet discussion groups unless you simply cannot find any other reviews 
anywhere else.  
 



VI. Your opinion of the GN. What did you think of it? Was the art 
appealing, the story compelling? What were its strengths and weaknesses as 
you saw them? Would you recommend it? Why?  
 
Oral Presentation of Graphic Novel Analysis 
Your presentation should be accompanied by a one or two-page handout that 
gives the names of major works and bibliographical resources plus anything 
else that you deem useful as a resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


