
EDTE 508: Teaching Strategies and Social Development 
(2 units) 
 
Time: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM, M-F, Summer 2011 
Room: MRH 127, MRH 102, and Warren Auditorium—see schedule 
Instructor: Dr. Silvia Dubovoy 
Email: dubovoys@sandiego.edu 
Office: MRH246B 
Telephone: USD- (619) 260-4298 MISD- (858) 535-0500 
Office Hours: By appointment. 
 
Course Description  
This course researches teacher-student interactions which facilitate growth of functional 
independence and individual exploration, as well as interactions that would hinder individual and 
social development. There is a focus on planning techniques, general classroom management, 
environments conducive to learning, and interpersonal relationships. Methods of guidance 
without interference, fostering self-help, and eliminating unnecessary aid to the child are primary 
goals for the course.  
  
Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this course, candidates will be able to:  
  
Outcome A: Academic Excellence, Critical Inquiry and Reflection  
 Learn the stages of social development with an emphasis from birth to six years and the 

effects of the environment during these stages. 
 Be able to identify and explain Montessori’s theory of education as an “aid to life” 

throughout the social stages of development as well as obstacles to freedom and 
independence in the children’s environment.  

 Gain an understanding of how to prioritize various techniques of classroom management.  
 
Outcome B: Community and Service  
 Role-play in a mock parent education session.  This will empower them to speak in front 

of an audience with confidence and authority.  
 Be given the opportunity to speak at community centers and/or other educational 

facilities on various topics related to child development, independence, nutrition, or any 
other topic relevant to the needs of the particular community. 

 
Outcome C: Ethics, Values and Diversity  
 Each student will employ culturally sensitive strategies, taking into account the child’s 

family history and cultural background in both classroom matters as well as parent. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 
Required Texts:  
Lillard, P., & Jessen, L. (2003) Montessori From the Start:  The Child at Home, From Birth to  
Age Three.  New York: Shocken.  
Montessori, Maria. (1988). The Absorbent Mind. Oxford: Clio Press.  
Montessori, Maria. (1988). The Secret of Childhood. Oxford: Clio Press.  
Montessori, Maria.  (1992). Education and Peace.  Oxford:  Clio Press. 
Montessori, Maria.  (1989). The Formation of Man. Oxford: Clio Press. 
 



 
Reading 
Class members are required to independently read all assigned materials and to prepare for 
discussions of the readings before coming to class, attend all classes and guest lecturers. Active 
participation in every class session is expected.  
 
Reference Album 
Students will be expected to develop one complete Infant Community reference album (also 
knows as Environment #2) with all teaching strategies exercises, including essays on the lectures, 
books and articles discussed during the whole course.  The album is due on 7/20, but individual 
album coaching sessions will be held on 7/18 where students may bring in their completed 
albums for review and critique before they are submitted for grading on 7/20.  The coaching 
sessions on 7/18 are optional.   
 
Exam 
Students will take a 3 hour written exam on July 19th on the practical application of Assistants to 
Infancy coursework in a community of infants.  This exam will determine, in part, if the student 
receives an AMI diploma.  One essay question from the exam related to Practical Life will count 
for 20% of the class grade.   
 
Materials  
Students will make the following 5 materials:  2 sets of language cards (1 with matching objects), 
2 Practical Life exercises, and a stereognostic bag with objects.  Each material is work 5% of the 
grade for this class, and altogether the materials represent 25% of the grade.   
 
Psychomotor Timeline 
Students will submit a detailed timeline which illustrates the progressions of psychomotor 
development in young children.   
 
Participation 
The participation portion of the grade is based on attendance (which includes being on time) and 
also on the quality of contributions that a student makes during class.  Because this program is 
intense, we expect you to make every effort to come to class and to notify us if you are unable to 
do so by emailing dubovoys@sandiego.edu.  
 
Notes 

• All assignments are due by 9:00 a.m. on the appointed due date.  Late submissions will 
be penalized up to one half letter grade per day.  Extensions will be granted only in 
extreme personal circumstances and must be requested in writing at least 5 days prior to 
the due date.  Extensions will be verified in writing and the student should not assume 
that the extension has been granted unless she has received written approval from Dr. 
Dubovoy. 

• All work must be submitted in hard copy form. 
 
Assessment Criteria 

1) Infant Community (Environment #2) Album, DUE 7/20     35%  
2) AMI Written Exam: B, 1 question on Practical Life, DUE 7/19   20% 
3) Materials: 2 language card sets (1 w/ matching objects), 2 practical life                   

exercises, stereognostic bag with objects, DUE 7/5    25%   
4) Psychomotor Timeline, DUE 6/24      10% 
5) Participation         10% 

mailto:dubovoys@sandiego.edu


 
 
 
Grading 
A  =  94-100% 
A- =  90-93%  
B+  =  87-89%    
B  =  83-86%  
B- =  80-82%    
C+  =  76-79%    
C  =  73-75%   
C- =  69-72%    
D+  =  66-68%    
D  =  63-65%   
D- =  60-62%    
F  =  Below 59%  
 
 
Grade of Incomplete:   
The grade of Incomplete (“I”) may be recorded to indicate (1) that the requirements of a course have been 
substantially completed but, for a legitimate reason, a small fraction of the work remains to be completed, 
and, (2) that the record of the student in the course justifies the expectation that he or she will complete the 
work and obtain the passing grade by the deadline. It is the student’s responsibility to explain to the 
instructor the reasons for non-completion of work and to request an incomplete grade prior to the posting of 
final grades. Students who receive a grade of incomplete must submit all missing work no later than the end 
of the tenth week of the next regular semester, 
otherwise the “I” grade will become a permanent “F.” 
 
A petition for a grade of incomplete must accompany all request for an incomplete at the end of the course 
term.  Criteria for changing a grade of incomplete to a letter grade must be negotiated with the instructor 
before the final class.  The criteria must be outlined on the signed Incomplete Request Form.  A completed 
form with both the instructor and student signature must be turned in by the last session of the class.  
Without a student signed form the registrar requires assignment of a grade of F.  A student must complete 
an incomplete by the 10th week of the next session of a grade or a grade of F is permanently calculated in 
the overall grade point average.  Any attempt to complete an incomplete after the 10-week deadline 
requires the approval of the Associate Dean of the School of Education.   
 
Requests for Accommodation: 
Reasonable accommodations in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act will be made for 
course participants with disabilities who require specific instructional and testing modifications.  Students 
with such requirements must identify themselves to the University of San Diego Disability Services Office 
(619.260.4655) before the beginning of the course. Every effort will be made to accommodate students’ 
needs, however, performance standards for the course will not be modified in considering specific 
accommodations. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All members of the University community share the responsibility for maintaining an environment of 
academic integrity since academic dishonesty is a threat to the University.  Acts of academic dishonesty 
include:  a) unauthorized assistance on an examination; b) falsification or invention of data; c) unauthorized 
collaboration on an academic exercise; d) plagiarism; e) misappropriation of resource materials; f) any 
unauthorized access of an instructor’s files or computer account; or g) any other serious violation of 
academic integrity as established by the instructor.   
 
 



 
Statement on Plagiarism 
Students are responsible for knowing what plagiarism is and avoiding it.  Students who commit plagiarism 
are subject to penalties that may include suspension or expulsion from the university.   
Plagiarism occurs when individuals present the words and/or ideas of others as if they are their own.  To 
avoid plagiarism, you must give credit to your source whenever you use: 

• another person’s idea, opinion, or theory;  
• any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings—any pieces of information—that are not common 

knowledge;  
• quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words; or  
• a paraphrase of another person’s spoken or written words.  

If you wish more information on what plagiarism is and how to avoid it please see 
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml .  (The bulleted material above is from this 
website.)   
 
 
  

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml


COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTS INDEX 
 
 DATE 
Introduction 6/21 
Organization of the Infant Community 6/21 
Elements of the Infant Community 6/22 
     A. People  
          1. Nido: 2 to 14/16 Months  
          2. Infant Community: 14/16 Months to 3 Years  
     B. Space  
          1. Nido: 2 to 14/16 Months  
          2. Infant Community: 14/16 Months to 3 Years  
     C. Furniture  
          1. Nido: 2 to 14/16 Months 6/23 
               Area for Sleeping  
                    Futons - illustration  
               Area for Feeding  
                    Adult Chair - illustration  
                    Weaning Table and Chair - illustration  
                    Communal Dining Table - illustration  
                    Low Slatted Chair - illustration  
               Area for Physical Care  
                    Changing Table - illustration  
                    Storage of Children's Clothing - illustration  
               Area for Movement  
                    Mats with Mirror - illustration  
                    Kiosks with Bar - illustration  
                    Stair - illustration  
                    Tracker - illustration  
               Objects Used for Transporting Children  
                    Wagons - illustration  
                    Strollers and Prams - illustration  
          2. Infant Community: 14/16 Months to 3 Years      6/23 
             Clothing: Storage and Changing - illustration  
             Area for Work  
                    Chairs: Slatted - illustration  
                    Tables: Square, Circular, Rectangular, Dining - illustration  
                    Stools (Work, Teacher’s) - illustration  
                    Benches: - illustration  
                    Shelves - illustration  
           Area for Sleeping  
                    Beds - illustration  
 
LANGUAGE DATE 
Introduction 6/27 
Materials for Developing and Enriching Language  
     Nomenclature Objects - illustration  
     Objects with Matching Cards - illustration  
     Nomenclature Cards - illustration  
     Books- illustration  
     Rhythmic Language  
     Self-Expression  
     The Questioning Exercise  



  



MUSIC AND MOVEMENT DATE 
Introduction - Handouts  
Singing  
Musical Instruments- illustration  
Movement Games  
 
ART DATE 
Introduction - Handouts  
Scribbling- illustration  
Easel - Chalk- illustration  
Easel - Painting- illustration  
Clay- illustration  
 
EXERCISES OF PRACTICAL LIFE DATE 
Introduction 6/28 
A. Care of the Person   
     Introduction  
     Undressing, Dressing, and Storing Clothing - illustration  
     Handwashing as an Exercise - illustration  
     Handwashing at the Sink - illustration  
     Brushing Hair - illustration  
     Brushing Teeth - illustration  
     Wiping the Nose - illustration  
     Cleaning Shoes - illustration  
     Polishing Shoes - illustration  
     Dressing Frames:  
          Velcro - illustration  
          Zipper - illustration  
          Large Button - illustration  
          Snaps - illustration  
          Buckles - illustration  
B. Care of the Environment 6/29 
     1. Indoor Environment  
         Introduction  
         Wiping a Table - illustration  
         Washing a Table - illustration  
          Dusting - illustration  
          Sweeping - illustration  
          Mopping - illustration  
          Cleaning Glass - illustration  
          Polishing Mirror - illustration  
          Polishing Wood - illustration  
          Watering Plants - illustration  
          Washing Leaves - illustration  
          Dusting Plants - illustration  
          Flower Arranging - illustration  
          Washing Cloths - illustration  
           Hanging up Cloths - illustration  
     2. Outdoor Environment 6/30 
          Introduction  
          Activities for Caring for the Environment  
          Germinating Seeds  
C. Grace and Courtesy 7/1 



D. Movement of Objects  
     Introduction  
     Sample Activities (table, chair, etc.)  
 

FOOD 
7/1 

Introduction  
Organizational Aspects Regarding Food 7/5 
     Preparing Menus  
     Acquiring Food  
Children's Activities 7/6 
     Preparing Food  
     Setting the Table  
     Serving Food  
     Cleaning Up  
     Washing Dishes - illustration  
     Drying Dishes - illustration  
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