
SATURDAY MORNING SEMINAR PROGRAM 

Dr. Rebekka Jez is an Assistant Professor of Special Education at 
University of San Diego’s School of Leadership and Education Sciences 
(SOLES) in the Department of Learning and Teaching where she 
researches and supports educators working with diverse students 
around the world using culturally responsive inclusive practices. Dr. Jez 
is also the Director of the Academy of Catholic Teaching (ACT) 
program, which is part of the University Consortium of Catholic 
Education (UCCE).  Dr. Jez has taught in urban special education 
classrooms for over 14 years, given professional development 
seminars around the globe, and taught classes at various universities. 
Furthermore, Rebekka completed a Distinguished Fulbright in 
Teaching in Johannesburg, South Africa where she trained professors, 
faculty, preservice teachers, and educators in township schools how to 
implement culturally responsive inclusive practices to support all 
learners within their classes. She has authored chapters on culturally 
responsive postsecondary transition for culturally and linguistically 
diverse students with exceptional needs and culturally responsive 
supports for literacy development. Dr. Jez’s research and support is 
focused on training and supporting educators working with diverse 
students around the world using culturally responsive inclusive 
practices. Rebekka continues to speak at national and international 
conferences about collaborative processes, positive behavior 
interventions and supports, postsecondary transition, literacy 
supports, and effective teacher training and support practices.

8:45-9:00am: Registration / Snacks

9:00-10:15am: Creating Culturally Responsive Sustaining
Education for All Learners

November 2nd

SOLES, Room 204, Reading Room

Description: We often talk about implementing practice to ensure all 
learners have access, yet we have focused less on how to do this in a 
culturally responsive manner. This presentation will discuss culturally 
responsive inclusive practices in TK-12 settings. Participants will leave 
with tools for creating culturally responsive sustaining education for 
all learners.



11:25-11:25am: Reflection/Resources

Questions/Comment:   character@sandiego.edu

Suzanne Stolz, Ed.D., Assistant Professor of Special Education, is a 
former high school English teacher, administrator, and leader of 
disability programs. Her research interests stem from her own 
experience as a disabled student, focusing on conceptions of disability 
and how they impact education, including the identity development of 
students with disabilities, youth and parent resistance to deficit 
models, and ways teachers can lead the work of inclusion. Currently, 
she advises the USD student group, Alliance of Disability Advocates, 
and is Vice-President of the international Society for Disability Studies. 
With expertise in online instruction, curriculum design, school culture, 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), inclusive education, and 
disability studies, she is the lead faculty member for the UDL and 
Inclusive Education specialization in our online M.Ed. program. In 
addition, she directs the Johnson Fellows program, an initiative to 
support general education teachers in better supporting students with 
learning disabilities. Suzanne is especially passionate about working 
with teachers to rethink their conceptions of disability and create 
inclusive school communities.

REGISTRATION:  

Register at the door.

Description:  Many teachers want to avoid using deficit models, but 
struggle with finding alternative ways to think about disability. Seldom 
do teachers have the opportunity to think deeply about the way they 
have come to think about disability, to examine their assumptions, and 
reflect on their experiences with disability and how that impacts the way 
they teach. With time and space for conversation about disability, we can 
replace deficit models and positively impact our practice and the 
learning environments we create.

Students: $10   Others: $25  (cash or check)   

Extension Credit:
Receive 0.5 units for attending 2 of 3 Seminars this semester

10:05 -10:15am: Break/Networking

10:20-11:20am: How We View Disability and Why It 
Matters at School

mailto:character@sandiego.edu

